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Then they’ll help design and rehabilitate four parks around Oregon, focusing on youth
rediscovering nature and recreation through an Oregon Parks and Recreation grant process.
Finally, throughout the entire education system in the state, youth will be exposed to curricula,
projects, and activities focusing on the 150th anniversaty of Oregon’s statehood.

The Imagine Oregon Blog

This online feature will encourage people of all ages to share their dreams for the next 50 years.
You can visit this website and read Mark O. Hatfield’s reflections as he recalls being sworn in as
governor of Oregon 50 years ago, in the year of Oregon’s 100th birthday.

Oregon!Oregon!

This updated musical by Stan Freeberg was originally performed for Oregon’s 100th
anniversary. It is now being updated for the sesquicentennial and re-enacted by Pink Martini in a
signature series of performances throughout the state. Pink Martini will tour the state and
perform four regional performances in the Northern, Southern and Central areas of Oregon
August through September, 2009.

Volunteer Action Training :

This leadership development workshop teaches Oregonians how to envision, organize, and
implement successful community projects. Participants are encouraged, but not required, to lead
a project to help celebrate Oregon’s sesquicentennial next May, 2009, for Take Care of Oregon
Days, a project commissioned by Oregonl50.

The workshop provides training, resources, ongoing project support, and it covers a wide range
of topics. It happens at 600 N.E. Grand Ave. Portland, Room 270, on January 29, 2009, from
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Symphonic Valentines

Since Oregon is the Valentine State, Portland Columbia Symphony Orchestra (CSO) presents
“Symphonic Valentines,” a concert that also celebrates Oregon's 150th Birthday, on Friday,
February 13, 2009, 7:30 p.m., at the First United Methodist Church, 1838 S.W. Jefferson St.,
Portland. The concert repeats on Sunday, February 15, 2009, 3:00 p.m. at the Good Shepherd
Community Church, 28986 S.E. Haley Road, East County. The 27th 2008-2009 concert season is
under the leadership of Music Director and Conductor Huw Edwards.

As the February concerts bookend Valentine’s Day, CSO performs works composed as tokens of
love and affection. Brahms wrote his Academic Festival Overture in appreciation for his
Honorary Doctorate bestowed by the University of Breslau. Amazingly gifted Portlander Rosa Li
takes on Mendelssohn’s Piano Concerto No. 1 which was composed by Mendelssohn to illustrate
his ardent love for Delphine von Schauroth. And, Gustav Mahler described his passionate work
for strings, Adagietto from his Fifth Symphony, as a musical love letter to his wife Alma.
Tchaikovsky’s brilliant Fantasy-Overture Romeo & Juliet captures the joy and pain of these
“star-crossed lovers.” To honor Oregon’s 150th birthday, CSO performs its annual
commissioned work, “Hymn of the Earth,” penned by Taylor Brizendine, a graduate of West
Linn High School and currently a student at the Herb Alpert School of Music at the California
Institute of the Arts School.

The season is sponsored by funds from the Regional Arts and Culture Council, Riverview
Community Bank, KIC Group, and The Kinsman Foundation.

Huw Fdwards is in his ninth season as Music Director and Conductor of CSO. Born in Wales,
Edwards holds degrees from England and United States. In demand as a clinician, adjudicator
and writer around the USA, Edwards is also in his fifth season as music director of the Olympia
Symphony Orchestra.
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Rosa Li, a seventeen-year-old pianist, has been a winner of the MetroArts Incorporated Young
Artists Concerto Competition; performed in the annual “Ten Grands™ for Snowman Foundation
Concert; and won first place in the OMTA Chris Tapang Scholarship Competition, D. Suzanne
Raines Young Pianists’ Competition, OMTA Dorethy Pederson Fahlman Scholarship
Competition, Monday Musical Club Scholarship Competition, and Trula Whelan Concerto
Competition. She was selected as a Young Artist Fellow with Chamber Music Northwest, and
her Valentine’s Day performance with CSO will be her second solo appearance with the
Columbia Symphony.

Taylor Brizendine (born 1989) is a composer from the Portland metro area, currently attending
the California Institute of the Arts as a composition major. He has been seriously writing music
for four years and Hymn of the Earth marks the seventh performance of his music and second
orchestral performance. Written for the 150th anniversary of the state of Oregon, Hymn of the
Earth is very nature based, and unlike most of his works, quite tonal.

Symphony ticket information for subscription concerts: $30/adult; $25/senior (60+); $10/Student
(13+ with ID); $5/Child (12 and under. Tickets are available by phone (503) 234-4077, at the
door, or on the website www.columbiasymphony.org.
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TeleTales teach about Oregon culture, heritage

BY JIM HART
The Sandy Post, Feb 3, 2009, Updated 11.3 hours ago

Anyoene who has visited a historic site and used
an audio guide will appreciate the fact that an
audio guide is available for his or her own back
yard — historic Oregon.

And that audio guide, called TeleTales, is as close as
their cell phone.

Thanks o the Clackamas County Department of
Tourism and Cultural Affairs (TCA), tourists and local
residents can tour historie sites and have other cultural
experiences just by dialing a number and pushing one or
two cell phone keys.
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Apprommate.ly two dozen sites afoun‘?» the n"{etm area This sign placed fust outside the building housing the
from Oregon City and Lake Oswego to Timberline Lodge  Sandy Area Misterical Museum identifies it as one of
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are described in recordmgs accessible by phone. In Sandy, the audio tour that can be accessed with anyone's cell

for example, the Sandy Area Historical Museum is onthe  phore.
tour.

TeleTales can be found throughout Clackamas County. A sampling of the TeleTales subject matter
includes the Damascus Fiber Arts School, where traditional arts weave the tale; the Damascus Candle,
where the light shines on an Oregon centennial-celebration landmark; and at Philip Foster Farm, where
the story offers a taste of Oregon’s first hospitality stop.

Last week’s launch of this program by the county commissioners is purposeful, since the state is ready
to celebrate the sesquicentennial of statehood in about 10 days.

“By providing interpretation for contemporary audiences at the place where the Oregon Trail officially
ended, Oregon’s Mount Hood territory acts as a pioneer in the celebration of spots where statehood truly
began to develop,” said Jae Heidenreich, communications and public relations officer for TCA.

TeleTales features audio vignettes in a user-friendly format that allows visitors to determine where
and when to hear the dramatically-enacted tales.

The cultural and historic stories can be accessed by dialing 503-342-3597, anytime, day or night. The
same stories are available as MP3 files at www.mthoodterritory.com/teletales.jsp. Also available at that
site is an online map and a brochure listing all TeleTales sites.

TeleTales allows visitors to hear engaging messages about where they are standing. Many of the
TeleTales sites are located at lesser-known heritage sites maintained by community efforts with
resources that do not always allow them to be open for extended hours.

“We focused on cultural heritage sites because this project will be especially valuable at these small,
often volunteer-led places and attractions,” said Linda Bell, TCA executive director.

“TeleTales gives us a way to deliver stories that enrich visitors’ experiences by weaving a tapestry of
places and people that came before us to create our heritage.”

“This project is an example of how heritage and culture can be shared to create increased economic
benefits as visitors linger longer and come back more often,” Heidenreich said.

“Visitor dollars contribute to community health by generating spending on dining, shopping and
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This project is supported in part by a grant from the Oregon Arts Commission and the National
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.

Local writers and performers were contracted to create messages.
Informational signage appearing at each site was designed from recycled materials by a local artist.
For more information, contact Heidenreich at 503-742-5910 or at jh@mthoodterri tory.com.

The Clackamas County Tourism and Cultural Affairs Office is dedicated to economic development
through visitor spending, and is funded by room taxes from area lodging facilities and campgrounds.

Copyright 2009 Pamplin Media Group, 6605 S.E. Lake Road, Portland, OR §7222 « 503-226-6397




Estacada News
2-4-09

Estacada News

The Point of Painting
Freese featured artist at Spiral Gallery First Friday show

BY EVAN JENSEN
The Estacada News, Feb 4, 2008, Updated Feb 4, 2009

When the young John Freese visited a friend in Salem, n educator for

Ore., more than 30 years ago, the San Francisco-based art
teacher was enamored with the state’s natural beauty,

towering Douglas Fir trees, pristine waters and wildlife ;'ep:;fz‘f f;f
habitats. The one-time visit proved to be a turning point .

; o . . . EVAN JENSEN /
for Freese, who packed his bags, oil paints and teaching ¢ ESTACADA
experience and headed north to Estacada in 1974. NEWS

“I was really getting tired of the California rat race,”
Freese said. “I decided I wanted to }ive out in the country. |
just fell in love with Oregon when I came to visit. And the
first time I drove into Estacada, I was just astounded at
how beautiful it was.”

While teaching demanded most of his time and attention
before he retired a few years ago, Freese has been an oil
painter since he was a teenager, and his love for nature has
appeared on hundreds of canvases in his career. At 14, he
received an oil painting set as a Christmas gift, and has
kept a brush in his hand ever since. On Friday, Freese will
be the featured artist at The Spiral Gallery First Friday show, beginning at 5 p.m. at 341 S. Broadway.

“T've always been fascinated by oil painting,” Freese said. “1 like watching a canvas turn from white
into an underpainting and then an overpainting, watch it evolve, and at some point say it’s finished and
put my name on it.”

Freese’s show will feature a variety of paintings he completed for the show, many inspired by the
wooded area where he lives in Eagle Creek. His paintings will showcase his love for nature with images of
sunflowers, a blue heron, landscapes and portraits. Freese spent the better part of a year crafting pieces
outside the realm of his usual style, to showcase his talent and love for art. .

“A lot of my ideas just pop into my head, and sometimes they can be kind of odd,” Freese said. “One of
the pieces for this show, I decided to do a painting of ‘Our Lady of Guadalupe.’ I've never done any
religious art before, but T decided to paint this collage with little dots of paint. This was kind of vision or
idea that just struck me, so I painted it.”

Freese grew up in Richmond, Calif., in the San Francisco Bay area, where the famous photographer
Ansel Adams captured timeless images of his hometown, Yosemite National Park and other picturesque
destinations. When he was a boy, Freese’s parents took him to places like the San Francisco Museum of
Art and the Oakland Museum of Art, and encouraged him to enroll in local art and pottery classes during
the summer. He later studied art at San Francisco State University, earning a bachelor’s degree, and
earned a master’s degree in art education at Lewis and Clark College.

After retiring from teaching with more than 30 years experience, Freese was anxious to dedicate more
of his time to painting, His work is influenced by the French impressionist, American realist and abstract
expressionist movements, and his murals are painted in a representational style reflecting the historical
scenes of the Pacific Northwest. His work includes landscapes, figurative work and mythical themes, and
he often uses a technique called Pointillism.

“In the past, my shows have kind of been one style,” Freese said. “A lot of my work uses a style of
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consuming. I don’t know why anybody does it anymore, because instead of painting strokes with a
brush you build your painting one dot at a time.”

Freese is a longtime member of the Estacada art community. He joined The Artback in 1992, served as
the lead artist on “The Trains of Estacada Mural,” and “The Long House Mural,” and contributed his
talent to the other murals created by the group. He’s also been a member of The Spiral Gallery since its
inception in 2004,

“Pm still amazed at how many quality artists there are in Estacada,” Freese said. “The people I've met
at The Spiral Gallery and worked with on The Artback murals are top-quality artists. ... I really like how
the murals project just snowballed into a big event with the Summer Celebration. It’s a whole weekend
that is just a big affair for the community, and it’s nice to be able to paint the mural and give something
to the community to enjoy.”

Among the many artists Freese has worked for, local resident Kolicha Bush is a longtime friend of
Freese and appreciates his talent and eye for detail. She’s worked with him on all of Estacada’s murals, in
addition to other projects and events over the years.

“ Jove his work,” Bush said. “I think he does beautiful stuff. When I worked with him on the "Trains"
mural, he really took an interest in the historical part of the railroad and how the electric company sort
of started the whole thing for the dams that resulted in Estacada sort of happening after that. He did a lot
of research for that, and his love for Northwest Coastal Indian art really shows in "The Long House
Mural.” ... In his paintings you can really see that he is influenced by the natural beauty of this area, and
P'm excited to see his show.”

John Freese
Moved to Estacada in

1974

Family
Wife; Angela; children, Jennifer, Cisco

Pet
Dog, Heidi; cat, Diablo

Last book I read

“Stonehenge,” by Bernard Cornwell

Favorite TV show

The Daily Show
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